
FROM THE UK TO THE USA AS AN AA.

Professor Mark Leonard  UK AA, USA CAA.



UK QUALIFICATION

• Qualified as an ODP in 2000

• Agency ODP for several years in and around the Birmingham Area

• Settled at Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham (QEHB) in 2004

• Anesthesia Practitioner Training 2006 (First two at QEHB)(Based on US Model)

• Graduated 2009

• Developed the largest group of AP/PA(A)/AA’s in the UK

• Developed the largest regional anesthesia block room in the UK

• From 2012 started hosting US AA students











DATA CAPTURE

• ESRA 2012 - Poster

• IFSSH 2013 - Oral

• ESRA 2013 - Poster x3

• ESRA 2013 - Oral

• BACA - Oral

• FESSH 2014 - Poster

• ESRA 2014 - Poster

As well as numerous oral presentations 

at national meetings.



USA QUALIFICATION

• Moved to Tampa, Florida 2018

• Assistant Professor at Nova Southeastern University (NSU)

• Graduated as a Certified Anesthesiologist Assistant (CAA) 2019

• Currently work at HCA Florida – Trinity (North of Tampa)

• Director of Simulation and Ultrasound Education for all NSU Locations

• Only Midlevel provider in the world licensed to work in the UK and USA

• A very, very, very complex process!











USA CAA ROLE

• ASA 1-5

• Anesthesiologist 4:1

• Regional Anesthesia (USGRA/Spinal/Epidural)

• Vascular Access (Arterial/CVC)

• Lead from Cardio-Thoracic Anesthesia (Largest Robotic Lung Program In 

Area)

• Varied Shift Structures – Start early 07:00!

• Very Large Salaries, bonus’s, pension plans, CME etc.





TRAINING DIFFERENCES

• US students apply direct to university (MSc in Anesthesia)

• NSU is the largest educator of CAA’s in the USA

• Need an undergraduate degree, GPA of at least 3.5 and GRE or MCAT exam

• 27 months training – Didactic for 15 months, full time clinical for final 12 

months

• Graduation with MSc in Anesthesia then sit board exam

• Recertification exam every 6 years

• Apply directly to hospitals for a position



WHICH PART OF COLD WET 
BIRMINGHAM MADE YOU 

WANT TO MOVE TO FLORIDA!


